
Brush up, film fans

Paint your own screen, save $700

By ADAM BONISLAWSKI

FANCY home projection systems are a great way to watch a movie, but unless you’ve got
a screen to show your flicks on, you probably aren’t getting very far. And while you could go
for the usual pull-down display, Canadian company Goo Systems offers another option — turn
the wall itself into a viewing surface.

The company sells a special substance called Screen Goo that can turn most any paintable
surface into a movie screen. Set aside a section of wall and roll on (or spray on) a base and
topcoat, and you’ve got a fully functional display. A standard $200 kit comes with enough
product to paint a screen measuring almost 11 feet diagonally.

So how does Screen Goo stack up compared to a standard screen? According to New Yorker
and home-theater buff Charlie Prince, "It’s pretty impressive." 

Prince says that while, in his opinion, the Goo can’t quite match the performance of screens
from high-end suppliers like Stewart, it is "pretty comparable to the Da-Lite screens most
normal people have." 

For an illustration, see the photo above; the right side is projected onto a film screen, and
the left side is projected onto Goo. 

Prince also notes that Screen Goo’s subtlety is something many users will find attractive.

"A lot of people, especially women, like home entertainment equipment that isn’t visible when
it’s not being used," he says. "This is even less noticeable than a pull-down screen." 

The paint comes in a variety of shades, letting users match the screen color to their walls.
Given the Goo’s unique reflective properties, however, the paint will stand out against its
background. According to company marketing director Kevin Nute, the majority of home users
typically edge their screens with a black frame anyway to enhance contrast.

Many others simply paint the entire wall, in which case, as Nute notes, the Goo is "truly invisible." 

Visit www.goosystems.com  for a list of United States distributors


